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Progressive Consulting Engineers, Inc. (PCE) was part of the team selected for the 
Preliminary Engineering phase of the Hiawatha Light Rail Transit (HLRT) Line.  This 
11.5 mile light rail transit system connects downtown Minneapolis with the Minneapolis/
St. Paul International Airport, and the Mall of America in Bloomington, Minnesota.   
 
PCE was responsible for determining the extent and 
location of existing utilities within the HLRT 
corridor. This work included meeting with 
representatives of all affected utilities and obtaining 
documentation of their locations.    
 
The HLRT corridor contained a large number of  
utility companies that would be impacted by the 
proposed project, including many that would com-
pete for limited space in the right-of-way. 
 
For example, Fifth Street in Downtown Minneapolis 
had extensive Excel Energy and Qwest systems, 
along with numerous other utilities such as gas, 
steam, water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, and 
communications.   
 
A plan showing the route of the HLRT and the 
utilities was developed for easy reference during the 
construction phase of the project. 
 
In March 2000, PCE completed work on the Utility 
Coordination phase of the HLRT project. This phase 
of the project included utility investigation and de-
sign. 
 
PCE was subsequently retained to continue its in-
volvement in the construction phase of this design-
build project.  PCE’s total fee for all three phases on 
the HLRT project exceeded $1.0 million. 
 
Client: Hiawatha Light Rail Transit Office 
Client Contact:  John Burns 
Construction Year:  2000 
Project Cost:  $500,000 
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